IX.]                           ZOROASTER.                           169
Scripture, the Zend-Avesta. Hence, the Asura tribes after-
wards settled in Airyana or Iran, called themselves the
followers of Zoroaster, and are known as Zoroastrlans. But
the Zoroaster of history was a great Prophet who appeared
in a later age, and was probably regarded as an incarnation
of Jarat Tva?tr or the Fire-God. He came to the world for
the good of the race, and for embodying the tenets of the
religion in the sacred Scripture, the Zend-Avesta. The
religion had existed from very ancient times, and it remained
for him only to give it a new shape and life. As a writer
observes : " A great religion is always a slow growth, and
aoy particular religious teacher to whom it may be ascribed,
after all, has done nothing more than focalise the national
tendency, or form a centre about which the ideas and ten-
dencies of an epoch may crystallize......In the case of the
Zoroastrian religion, it was finally given tangible and perma-
nent expression in the pages of the Zend-Avesta, or sacred
book of the Persians. The national spirit given expression
is......in many ways of a high order......It  seems quite clear
that the early religion of the Persians was almost a pure
monotheism, not did it in its later stages depart more widely
from the monotheistic type than has been the case, at some
stage of its developments, with every other great religion of
which we have any knowledge. Thus the Zoroastrian system
admits of a Sun-God, Mithra, who is the creator of the God
of Light, Ormuzd, and of the God of Darkness, Ahriman......
When we try to get close to the thought of this creed, we
find that Ormuzd is regarded equal to Mithra, even though
created by him, and that on the other hand, Ahriman is
supposed ultimately to be cfonquered by the God of Light,
notwithstanding the ages of time throughout which he wields
malevolent powers." l
Zoroaster, the Prophet, " asserted the existence of a king-
dom of light, and a kingdom of darkness ; in the former, reigns
*   ffist* Hist, of the World, Vol. II, p* 5f6.
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